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New round of funding for DIY AI course available
Funding for the AHDB Beef & Lamb DIY artificial insemination (AI) courses has been
extended, with a further 250 places available following excellent uptake of the initiative in
2017.
The courses have been extended to March 2020 and are available to suckler producers with
more than 30 breeding females, with 50 per cent of the cost covered by AHDB Beef & Lamb.
XL Vets Training Services and Westpoint Farm Vets will be delivering the courses at
locations around the country.
AI is not commonly used on suckler farms, however it can be an excellent way of improving
herd genetics without the cost of buying and keeping a bull on farm. Using AI enables
producers to select bulls that are suited to their herd’s breeding programme. Sires can be
chosen for both maternal and terminal traits and sexed semen is also available, enabling
producers to breed their own replacement heifers. Using AI sires to breed replacements also
removes the need to replace stock bulls every two years.
Amy Fawcett, AHDB Beef & Lamb Knowledge Exchange Manager, said: “It was fantastic to
see such a positive response to the DIY AI courses earlier in the year, when we had 80
expressions of interest for 50 course places. Giving producers the ability to perform AI
themselves enables them to serve cattle at the correct time and reduces service costs.
Producers can also take advantage of sexed-semen technology to breed their replacements,
producing high genetic merit animals that will perform well in their herds.”
The funding will also be available to final year agriculture students who can demonstrate
how they will use the skills gained on the course in their future career.
For more information including how to book on a course, see beefandlamb.org.uk/returns
AHDB’s 2017-2020 strategy sets out priorities for the organisation over the next three years,
one of which is driving greater on-farm uptake of superior genetics by increasing the use and
understanding of estimated breeding values. Enabling producers to perform AI on farm
means they have the potential to improve profitability by increasing the genetic potential of
their herd.

ENDS
Notes to editors
AHDB is a statutory levy board, funded by farmers, growers and others in the supply chain. Its
purpose is to equip levy payers with independent, evidence-based information and tools to grow,
become more competitive and sustainable. Established in 2008 and classified as a Non-Departmental
Public Body, it supports the following industries: meat and livestock (cattle, sheep and pigs) in
England; horticulture, milk and potatoes in Great Britain; and cereals and oilseeds in the UK. AHDB’s

remit covers 72 per cent of total UK agricultural output. Further information on AHDB can be found at
www.ahdb.org.uk
Contact
For further information contact Emma Heathcote, Marcomms Executive Beef & Lamb on 024 7647
8636 or emma.heathcote@ahdb.org.uk
@AHDB_BeefLamb
YouTube
beefandlamb.ahdb.org.uk

